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MOVING PICrrURES vs. SALOON 

the further effect of stimulating the enlistment of yottng men from re- 
formatory institutions at an earlier age than is now the custom. This 
is not a specially inviting method of developing a parole system, but it 
may have some effect, nevertheless. There seems to be no good reason 
for crediting the cry that this or that nation is turning its criminals, 
loose upon the other. The military regime is common to most of them, 
and one may be sure that if a prisoner on the way to early release looks 
like good kanonenfutter he will be strongly urged in the direction of 
the army. A. J. Todd. 



MOVING PICTURES VS. THE SALOON. 

A close connection between alcohol and crime is pretty generally 
recognized. Anything, therefore, that tends to reduce drunkenness is 
of interest to the criminologist. The moving picture has been charged 
with strong criminal suggestiveness. But it appears to have also its 
preventive and prophylactic side. Secretary Cocks of the National 
Board of Censorship, which passes on practically all the moving picture 
films that circulate through the United States, says that it has been 
shown that as the number of "movies" increases in a community, the 
saloons decrease. This is of course only a tentative conclusion, like so 
many other correlations in the field of the social sciences. Yet it is 
borne out by statements made to me in England this summer by public 
officials and social workers. They insist that bad as the public house 
still is, drunkenness has fallen off greatly in the last ten years; and 
they credit the "movie" with a considerable part of this decrease.. This 
would seem to justify the position of those who hold the idea that the 
saloon is the poor man's club, and that the saloon can only be put per- 
manently out of business by positive "substitutes," and not by negative 
legislation. We believe that social centers and decent workdngmen's 
hotels provided with such simple recreational devices as the moving pic- 
ture would go a long way toward solving the problem of providing a 
social gathering-ground other than the saloon for badly housed fam- 
ilies, self -respecting unmarried workingmen, and the so-called "home- 
less men." They would kill two birds with one stone, by eliminating a 
causal factor of crime, and by providing a preventive through rational 
recreation. A. J. Todd. 
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